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Editorial Note

Prime University Journal (PLLY 15 a peer reviewed Intemational Jounmal
published twice a year (January-June and July-December). The Journal
encompasses all academic disciplines dealing with life, society, culture,
business, law, engineerning, science and technology. The main mission and
viston of PLL s to make profound hinkages that promote to inter-lock the
different disciplines in a single plattorm.

Six research articles on different ssues have been selected m the current
issue,

The firxe article is an attemp o demonstrate Cesiwm Tin Geriman inm
Trniodide (CxSnGels)-based perovskite as oan excellent candidate  to
become the most efficient single-junction solar cell technology.

The study in the second article shows the outcomes of English foundation
courses in developing Enghish lanpuage skills of the students at private
universitics in Bangladesh.

The third article auns w investipale the issues of social prejudice and
political exploiation as depicted in Arundhatt Roy's The Gad af Small
Things through various events and characters.

The fowrth article examines the socio-cconomical imape of lower class
people in perspective of consowmusness on classifGcation and cateporization
reflected in the story book “Jege Achhi’® { corey o97% ) of Alauddin Al Azad.

The fifth article focuses on the literary technigues that are crucial in
William Blake's poem, “The Echoing Green” for conveying the poem's
intended messages and highlights the importance of studving such aspects
in English literature, particularly in poetry.

The faxe article is an perception of reality through examination of
discrimination of people in the society on basis of their social status by
revicwing the drama “Kittonkhola® { Fwercaierf ) of Selim Al Deen.

| would like to take the opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the
Patrons, Advisors and Editoral Board of the Journal and all those who
have much contvibulion in pubhishinge s issue. 1 hope that thas volume
will be of greal benefit o the students, researchers, academics and the
socicty.

Prof. Dir. M. Jahangic Alam
Chief Editor and
Vice Chancellor
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Design and Numerical Analysis of Environment Friendly
Cs5nGel; Based Perovskite Solar Cells Using SCAPS-1D

Sunirmal Kumar Biswas', Md. Shafiqul Islam®
Md. Abdul Halim” and Md. Mostak Ahmed®

Abstrace: Perovekite solar cells are g tremnendously promisimg technology
with the potentiol o revoluticnize the solor industry, [n this research, &
cesiwm tin-germanium tiiodide (CaSnGely) perovskite-based solar cell has
achieved o high power conversion efficiency, A CsSnliel: perovskibe-
based solor cell hos been proposed for the lead ood  toxic-fres
{ALFTONTIO: CsSnGels/ Mo structure simulated in SCAPS- 1D software.
T'he absorber layver CasnGels, bulfer layver Ti0:, and the electron Iranspor
layer (ETL) FTO hiave been usedd in this simulation. The performance of
the suggested pholovoltaic devices was guantitatively evaluabed using
varalions i thickness such a3 sbyorher pmd balTer, defect densiey,
operating tempersture, back coptact work functiop, series and shunt
resistances, acceptor density. and donor density. The sbsorber layer
thickness was Oxed at 1,5 i, the butfer layver o (105 gomy, and the eleceron
tramsport laver ot 0.5 pm durmg the simuolotion periosd, The proposed Cs
based perovskite solar cell  produces a selar coll efficicncy of 24.75%,, an
vpen=gireuil  woltuge  of 095V, short-cireuil  corrent density of
J06lmAYem”, and o 15l tactor (FF) of 85.42%, as has been observed. Our
uoprecedented results demonstrate that CeSnGely-based perovskite s an
excellemt candidate o beoome the most elflicient siple-junction solae cell
technology

Keywawrrdy: Perovshibe-based Solar Cell, Ty Bulfer Laver, CsSaGel,
Absorber Layer, Renewable and Sustainable,

Introduction

The rising depletion of fossil fuels and their detrimental environmental
mfluence create concerns aboutl improving clean and remewahble encrey
supplies (Singh et al, 20207, In a perovskite solar cell, a material having a
perovskite structure is used as the light-harvesting active layern: typically,
this material 15 a hybrid organic-inorganic lead or tin halide-based
substance (Manser et al. 2016). This promises a reduction in production
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costs and  the production of high-quality  semiconductors. Recently,
perovskite solar cells (PSCs) have emerged as one such candidate (Chen et
al. 20135).

A cesium  tin-germanium  triiodide  perovskite-based solar cell has
achieved high conversion efficiency and extreme pir stability (Sabbah
2021, Due o its improved photoelectric properties, such as a high
absorption coctficient, small exciton binding energy, high carmier mobility,
cte., the all-inorganic lead-free CsSnGel; perovskite may be a promising
replacement for Pb-based light harvesting materials. It is currently the
strongest candidate (Yu et al. 201 1), However, the CsSnliely perovskite's
phase instability and the self-oxidation of Sn from Sn°' o Sn”' hinder its
future use as @ solar cell (Chung et al, 2002). Recently, Min Chen el al,
have reported that alloving CsSnls wath Ge (1) 1o form a CsSnl, 5Ge() 51,
gives a highly stable and air-tolerant perowskite solar cell (Chen et al.
2019). A simulated research work, CsSnGely-based perovskite Solar Cell,
published in 2023, achieved a maximum power conversion efficiency of
20.97% (Shabat et al, 2023}, Another CsSnlel-based perovskite solar
cell rescarch work published o 2022 had a conversion elficiency of
25.456% (Abdulmalik et al. 2022). The researcher vsed Cul as the hole
transport layver (HTL) in this study. However, our proposed solar cell with
structure. AVFTO/TIO: CsSnGels/Mo is HTL-free, reducing fabrication
costs and  interface defects without affecting cell performance.
Experimental work has been done on cegium lin-germaniom  riiodide
(CeSn0.5Ge.513) solid-solution perovskite as the light absorber in PSCs,
delivering promising efficicney of up to 7.1 1% (Chen et al, 201%9),

In addition, to improve the cfficiency here. several ETL laver materials,
including ZoCrAl (Gulomov et al. 2022), FIO (Kumar et al. 2019),
Ti(k; (Sunny et al. 2021}, CdS (Rassol et al. 2021), and Cet), (Tiwari et al.
2022, have been tried with absorber layers. The absorber layer CsSnGel,
15 more switahle for FTO swhen 1t 15 ulilized ag an electron tramsport layver
{ETL) to achieve maximum efficiency.

In this research work, CsSnGel: has been selected for the abscrber laver,
and TiDy, is the buffer layer for the wvery first time o make a highly
efficient and stable structure without using toxic elements. Tt is an HTL-
free perovskite solar cell, which saves this structure [rom being expensive
and complex, FTOY 15 used as an BETL, and this combination gave an
excellent performance. The CsSnGels-based perovskite solar cell uses Al
as the front and Mo back contact. This study has conducted much more
analysis on this PSC cell. The absorber layver (CsSnCels) thickness has
been changed, as have reflections on Vi (open circuit voltage), Jse (short-
circuit current density), FF (11 factor), and power conversion elliciency.
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Deviee Simulation

Al the Department of EIS n Belgium, a program named Solar Cell
Capacitance Stmulator One-dimensional (SCAPS-1D) was developed to
simulate solar cells (Verschraegen et al. 2007} Figure | shows that the
device's ALVFTO/TIOCsSnGel/Mo structural characterization is created
and simulated using the SCAPS-1D software program. TiC); was used as a
bulfer layer in the proposed structure, and FTO was used as the ETL layer
in a CsSnGel;-based perovakite solar cell.
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Figore-1. Schemutic dingram of the proposed
CsSnliel, based perovshite solar
cell (PSC) having the structure of
AVFTOMR CeSnGel /Mo

Figare-2, Enerpy band diagram of
CsSnGely based perovskite
solnr cell

The SCAPS 1D program extracted the energy band diagram for the
suggested AVFTO/TION CsSnGel /Mo thin-film solar cell, The optical
characteristics ol solar cells are discussed using the energy band
diagram. The arrow indicates the movemeaen of electrons and holes in
Figure 2.

Table-1. Physical parameters of each laver wsed in the simulation
FTO, Ticy,, CsSnGel; (VB = valence band, CB = conduction band)

Parameters (unit) FT( Ty, CsSnGely
{(ETL) (buffer) | {(absorber)
Thickness {pm) 0.5 003 1.5
" Bandgap (cV) 3.5 3.26 1.3
Electron affinity (e%) 4 42 ig
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Dielectric permittivity 9 n 28

irelalive)

CB effective DOS (ecm ) 22«10 22«10 | 3 1~10"F

VR effective DOS (cm ) 1.B=<10° | 1.8x10"" | 3.1=10"
| Electron thermal velocity 1=107 1=107 1=10"

{cmis)

Hole thermal veloeity 1=107 1=107 1=107

{enis)

Electron mobility {(cm” /") | 2=10' 2x10 O T4=10°
"Hole mobility (em” /¥ ) 110" =107 | 213%10° |

Donar density Ny, (em ) L= 10" =107 [0

Acceptor density Ny, fem '} | O ] 1=10"

Resulis and Discussions

The main ohjective of this research is to find out the change of the
thickness of various layers affects the lght conversion efficiency of
CsSnGels-based perovskite solar cells, Using the optimized data will
allow us to establish criteria for real-time selar photovollane dovice design
with the highest power conversion efficiency. In this paper, AVFTOCTiON/
CsSnGely/Mo perovskite solar cell has been investigated, and we found an
efficiency of 24.75 %, as shown in Table 2.

Table 2: Perovskite parameters for the CsSnGel; based solar cell

COpen Current Fill Power
Device eireuit Density Factor Conversion
Structure Voltage Jor imAfem™y | FF (%) Efficiency
Vool V) n (M)
ALFTOTIO .95 36l 85.42 24,75
CsSnGely/Mo

J=¥ Characteristics of CsSnGel; Solar Cell

Figure 3 shows the designed solar cell's 1-V characteristics and different
ahsorber thicknesses. The absorber layver thickness vared from 001 pm to
2.5 pm, respectively, The -V curve in Figure 3 shows that the current and
voltage increase with inereasing absorber thickness because of adding the
electron-hole pair.
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Figure-3 J-V characteristics of the
varying absarber luyer ihlchness

Impact of Absorber Layer Thickness Variation

The models were simulated at various absorber layer thicknesses. and then
a regression analvsis model was uwsed 1w determine the efficiency, fill

Factor, Jor and Voo al cach specified value,
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According to Figure 4, the solar output performance parameters such as
efficiency fill factor, current density, and open circuit voltage nse as the
thickness of the absorber layer increases (Shocwu 2018), When the
absorber layer thickness is 0.1 pm, the efficiency, Voc, Jsc and FF are
4 B5%, 084V, 74TmAem?2 and 77.22% respectively. When the absorber
layer thickness is 2.1 pm, the the efMiciency, Voo, Jsc and FF are 26, 14%,
0.95%, 31.9TmAem2 and 85.53% respectively,  Increasing the absorber
laver thickness increascs the overall performance of the solar cell. The
rcason is that the absorber layer can capture more photons and generate
electron=hole pairs when the absorber layer's thickness increases.

Impact of Defect Density of the Absorber Layer

Figure 5 shows the defect density of the sugpested perovskite solar cell
response to inereasing defect densities in the absorber layer. The absorber
layer's defect density varied from 107 to 10" em™. The V. decreased
from (.946 o 0,945 V, J,_ 34.61 to 30.5]1 mA/fcm?®, FF 85.44 to B3.41%,
and Efficiency 24.75 10 24.65% when defect density varied from 10™ to
0% em 2, More significant pinhole production and recombination due to
increased film  detenoration decreased stability, and reduced device
performance are all effects of higher defect concentrations in the absorber
layer (Rai et al. 20247, We conclude that an inerease in defects results ina
reduction in the charge carriers' diffusion length and an increase in
recombination carriers in the absorber layer, which directly influences
efficiency (Ft-tayva et al. 2020).

Impact of Buffer Layer Thickness Variation

Based on changing buffer thickness. the behavior of the proposed solar
cell 15 also examined. Figure 4 illustrates the influence of bulfer layver
thickness on solar cell outpul parameters, The buller layver thickness
ranges from 000 to (L 19 pm. The VOC 15 obtained 1o be 0,946 to 0,946 W,
JSC 3041 to 30,04 mAJem2, FF 84.94 to 85.50%, and Efficiency 24.85 to
24.75% when buffer layer thickness varies from 0.01 to .19 pm. The
analysis shows the solar output parameters arve stable when varying the
buffer thickness. This is because fewer photons will reach the absorber
through the thicker buffer layer, leading o a negligible current for
imsufficiently produced photo-generated electrons and holes. The ideal
buffer laver thickness has been evaluated to be between (1L05 and 0,06 wom,
comparable with the buffer thickness used in other studies (Gharibshahian
et al. 2020). In this rescarch, the buffer layer thickness is sclected to be
0.05 pm, improving the PV performance and stability.

12
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Figure-6 Impnct of the baffer fayer thiclkness Flgure-7 Impact of the aperating temperature

Impact of Temperature

The operating lemperature significantly impacts how well solar cells work
(Daoudia ef al, 2006), Temperature vanahons affect the solar cell's overall
performance. Efficiency is affected by temperature, as seen in Figure 7.
The best simulation temperature is 300K, As shown in the figure for both
configurations, the working temperature varied between 270K and 430K
to assess s elfecis on PCE, Ve, Jse, and FF for the ideal absorber
thickness. When the temperature is at 270K, the values ol the efficiency,
Ise, Voe, and FF are 25.74%, 0.99V, 30.68mA/cm’, and 84.55%,
respectively. When the temperature is 450K, efficiency. Jsc, Voc, and FF
arc 16.38%, 0.69Y, 3ﬂ.3ﬁm.h.-"cm1, and TE.2RY, respectively. It was
observed that increased working temperatures decreased the efficiency.
The velocity of charped particles increases as temperature rises (Alam et
al. 2020}, The rate of electron and hole recombination rises os temperniure
increases because there are fewer free electrons and holes available
CAmwar of al, 20017,
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Impact of Back-contact Work Function

To gencrate a moderate built-in potential, a material with a suitable work
function at the bhack-contact properties of the recommended cell is
investigated, as illustrated in Figure 8. The back-contact work function
varied from 4.4 o 54 eV, TFigure 8 shows that Ve, FF, Jge, and
EfMciency mise as the work function 1s raised. The Ve 15 oblained (o be
0.143 to 0,966 V, Jg: 33.455 to 34.728 mA/cm®, FF 54,55 to 84.89%, and
Efficiency 2.61 to 28 48%. The performance of solar cells is observed to
be significantly impacted by the back-contact work function. According to
the current modeling findings, a work function more significant than 5.1
eV is required for adequate PV performuance. Because ol its reasonable
cost and essential work function, molybdenum was wtilized as the back
contact in this numernecal study to achieve the high performance of a
Csinlels-bazed solar cell (Rahman 2021).

48 48 ED 52 5.4
Wo=T— — T =
L ]

aza- el

v

1., (mAfemg) o

L —

4I'E I 43 I 50 5.3 a4
Back coninct £V}

Figure-8. Impact of the back-contact work function

Impact of Series (Ry) and Shunt (Ry,) Resistance

The performance of PSC structurcs 13 significantly influenced by serics
(Fs) and shunt (Esy) resistances. The resistance KBs botweeon various

14
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terminals on the front and back contacts of the cell is the sum of these
resistances. An Rgy, is produced by the active junction's reverse saturation
current caused by manufacturing faults. Using the SCAPS-10D3 simulator,
the impact of Rg and Rg, on solar cell performance, such as Ve, Jgo, FF,
and Elffwiency, has been asseéssed as a function ol Ry, as shown in Figure
%, The performance 5 examined by changing Rs between O to 5 -cm’
while Rg, is constant at 107 £2-cm2. Figure 9 demonstrates that the
Efficiency and FF dramarically dropped when the Rs increased. When Rq
increased from 0 to 5 £2-cm’, the Efficiency dropped from 24 to 20% and
the FF from 8560 to 70.09%,. The results obtained in this simulation are
comsistent with the findings reported in previous studies (Al Ahmed et al.
2021)

Figure 10 shows the output parameters as a function of Rg, for the
pm}msed perovskite solar cell. With Ry, being varied from 10' 1o 107 £2-
cm® and RS remaining constant at 0.5 Q-cm’. the effect of Rgy, is
examined. The Vi increases from 0304 to 0946V, Jo- 29,15 w 30.61
mA/em”, FF 24.01 to 83.95%, and Efficiency 2.21 to 24.32%, along with
the increase of Re,. It can be concluded from this resecarch that both
resistances play a substantial role in the photovoltaic performance of the
aolar cell.

Ilere, Shunt resistance ®,,=10%L-cm")

Here, Series resivtance B3 (£-cm’)
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Conclusions

This work designs lead-free CsSnGels-based PSC owith the structure of
ALFTOMOCsSnGely/ Mo where the FTO is utilized as ETL. These
findings show the creation of an HTL-free perovskite solar cell made of a
cesinm tin-gerinaninm trilodide that is ecologically benign. The optimal
efficiency and the impact of varying the thickness of the absorber layer are
also determined using SCAPS-1D simulation software, &t a working
temperature of 300K, the proposed solar cell has achieved a maximum
power conversion efficiency of 24.75%,, an open-circuit voltage of (L95 W,
a short-cireuit current density of 30.61 mAJem”, and a fill factor (FF) of
825.42%. Additionally, this study hos discovered that using suitable back
contact materials with a high work function can improve the oulpul
performance of the proposed device construction. Mo is used here for the
lovwr cost, This remarkable improvement in efficiency will enable
researchers and scientists to fabricate a lead-free thin-film solar cell on an
experimental size.
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Assessing the Effectiveness of Tertiary Level
English Foundation Courses in Developing Language Skills

Md. Alaul Alam'

Abstract: The study shows the outcomes of English foundation courses in
developing English lanpuage skills of the students gl privaie universities n
Boogladesh. This study adopred o mixed- method spprosch. Data were
callected following stratified proportionate sanplng of one huendred and
twenty students studying af two private umversities in Dhaka city, [he
students who completed their first and second semesters were Chosen as
the respondents OF the sudy, Twelve English teachers teaching ac wertiary
eohucation level were interviewed using o sel ol sermi-strmciored guestions.
Besides, seven English longunge classes were altonded ood obscrved
following an observation schedule. Major findings showed that stadents
huad o positive sthitude 5o achieving Enghsh skills, They wers well-aware
of the benefits of Enghsh in accomplishing their study and geting a bright
carect. Howewver, they showsd more engapement in gefting incentives like
|_|;|.l.m! g-l;nll:ll.:r. in the exarmnndion ithan n ﬂ(‘.h'il.!\.-"inﬂ |||rs|;l;|.|.a.u|.: skills, The
study also shooed thet motivated students pchioved longunge proficioncy
w the optimal level aitonding foundation eredit and noncredit English
courses, Agon, many students who attended bmguage classes regulurly
achieved mimimum  leaming  owivomes despite  their indifference to
developing Englizh skills. However, stodents and teachers faced & nomber
of challenges in ensuring satsfctory oulcames in this regard. Finally, a
oumber of recommendstions were pul forth o odevelop languape skalls ol
studonts,

Kepwords: English foundation course, terttmy  level, longuage skalls,
outcomes, chalicnges.

Introduction

Enhancing English language skills is one of the most imporiant factors in
the present world because English skills are highly required to compete
with the world. In Bangladesh English language learning is compulsory
fromn the eclementary to the tertiary level of cducation aiming at cguipping
atudents with the required language skills to cope with the competitive
world. At the tertiary level of education, foundation courses on English
languape are mandatory for the students who smdy in the first and second
semesters of public and private universities,

Private universitics in Bangladesh offer credit and noncredit English
foundation courses for the students of the undergraduate level, Foundation
courses including six credits are taught to students in their first and second
semesters. These courses have been assigned by the University Grants
Commission. Along with the credit courses, many universilies run non-

' Lecturer in Enghsh & Coordinator, PULS, Prime Liniversity, [Yhaka, Bangladesh
Emmnil: malaulalamiipmail com
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credit English courses to help their students achieve English skills
{Chowdhury & Haider, 2012).

Of the four skills of English language ie. listening. speaking, reading and
wriling sludents are taught two skills in their first semester while the other
two skills arc taught in the second semester. Enghish foundation courses
are designed to groom students for academic and professional purposes. In
every university the foundation courses are run by English department.
Teachers from English department of the respective university are
engaged in teaching multidisciplinary students, As they teach the same
English courses to the students of gll disciplines, it is pertinent (o raise bwo
guestions i this regard; 1s the same English curriculum appropriate for the
students of multidisciplinary background and how far did these courses
bring learning outcomes for the tertiary students? It is found that English
foundation courses in most cases priorvitize academic purposes of students.
Flowever, the present stody tries o reveal whether English foundation
courses mtrodduced for the underpraduate students are effective in terms of
developing their language skills,

Literature Review

The researcher reviewed the previous studies related (o the present study
tiy find out the research pap and establish the logic why this study was
significant, The literature covercd a number of studics conducted by many
scholars home and abroad.

Singh (2014) conducred a study about smdents™ perception in English
language proficiency course at Malavan University and in the smdy he
interviewed 130 students.  Tle Tound that students had positive attitude
towards Enghsh language course bul identifving the language weaknesses
of the students and implementing sustainable measures (o improve their
level of English proficiency should be considered as the top priority.

Perera {20006) made a study in Sri Lankan MNational University among the
first year undergraduates and found that studenis had overwhelming desire
to learn English as they thought of i as the key to future employment and
success. Apain he stated that the foundation course was not feasible as it
did not make the students and teachers fully satisfied and so. steps should
be taken to introduce a lower level course to make the low level students
competent in English.

Similarly, Akin and Guceri (2001) cawmied out 8 research on materials
cvaluation at Torkey's Bilkent University and found that new course
ocutlines focusing on needs analysis (NA)} and activity-based syllabus were
designed but the effectiveness of the teaching materials was not
satisfactory and in most cases teachers were found teaching on lecturer-
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based and theoretical materials alool rom task-based actvities. In most
cases these (eaching matenals hardly helped stodents achieve learming
pulcomes,

Canagarajah (2001) found that Tamil EAP students in Northern Sri Lanka
expected the course to be grammar-oriented and disliked activity-based
teaching of English in the EAP classroom. Besides, he stated that
mapproprate leaching matenals could be the cause of a drastic fall in
student attendance.

Khan (2000} in her evaluation of the English foundation course at Dhaka
University stated that students were well- aware of the status of English in
the world and they thought English as the key o success, career
development and indispensable for communicating with the outer world,
But the findings of her study also showed that majority of the students
considered the course helpful to a certain extent. The study suggested that
the syllabus and course contents need to be revised on the basis of the
analysis of students’ needs.

Chowdhory and Huoider (2012) found that the existing AP courses were
inappropriate enough to meet the demands of the students in case of their
academic and professional purposes. Besides, students did not give the
same importance to the four skills of English language and also from the
teachers’™ side speaking and writing got the priority in teaching. The
researchers recommended that the syllabus and course materials need o be
related 1o the cove subjects 1o get expected results rom these Toundation
CUMITSES.

The above mentioned studies were mostly conducted to investipate
whether foundation courses helped students in their study and career. As
far as my knowledge goes, there 15 hardly any smdy conducted to
investigate the effectiveness ol tertiary level English foundation courses in
developing language skills i the context of Bangladesh, So, the present
study investigates whether the foundation courses are appropriate enough
to develop English lanpuage skills of the students at tertiary level and also
shows the perceptions of the students and teachers in this repard. With this
consideration this study makes an attemnpt to add to the existing literature,
especially in the context of Bangladesh,

Research Questions

1. What are the perceptions of the students and teachers
regarding English [oundation courses al tertiary level in
regard to developing language proficiency?

2. What challenges do students and teachers face in achieving
expected outcomes from these courses?

21
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Rationale of the Study

In Bangladesh English foundation courses are compulsory for the students
studying in lirst and second semesters of the public and private
umiversitics, In the pame of credit and noncredit foundation Enghsh
courscs e, CTL, BEL, ENG and BLOC, e, Fnglish is taught to the tertiary
level students to bring out their academic and carcer-centered outcomes.
It is very urgemt to examine whether these courses arc effective for
students to fulfil the targetl in their life (Faroogqui, 2007). Meanwhile, in
Bangladesh many studies have been accomplished o seek the outeoimes of
the foundotion courses in terms of academic and professional socoess
(TFaroosqui, 2007 & Wajud, 2006}, However, the present study 1s justifed
to be accomplished as it reveals whether the tertiary level of students can
achieve English language skills completing their foundation courses or
not. In this respect this study is expected to add a new dimension to the
existing atudices.

Theoretical Overview

The researcher has wsed the theory of motivabion introduced by Gardner as
the theorctical lens of the study, This theory has been profoundly
mfluential in the field of foreign language teaching and learmming over the
years. In case of leamning a foreign language Gardner's motivation theory
concentrates on three elements (Gardner 20013 The first one is eifort
jcltort o learn the languapge) and the sceond one is desire {(wanting to
achieve a goal), Finally, it includes positive affect {enjoying the task of
learning the language). According to Gardner (19835), it is imporiant to
move the leamers towards goals, He states that motivation directs the
lcarners to reach the goals. Gardner and his associates found two
orientations of motivation in language learning (Gardner 1985). These are
integrative orientation and instrumental orientation. They contribute to
enhancing language skills of students.

Integrative mobvaton shows the fact that students are interested by sell in
forcign language and want to mtegrate themselves into such a culture or
want to be the part of that L2 community that focuses the characteristics
like showing interest, desiring to learn and showing attitudes towards the
target language. On the contrary, instrumental motivation reflects the
wtilitgrian purpose in mind, such as a better job, a higher salary or the
purpose of going abroad (Gardner & Lambert, 19720,
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Gardner's socio-cducational model (2005)

According o Gardner (2005), motivation facilitates instrumentality and
imtegrativeness.  TFuorthermore, he asserts that  the  three  constructs
mentioned  in the above model 1e. attitudes o lcaming  sitoation,
intcgrativencss and instrumentality arc positively correlated with one
another. He shows that learners with high integrativeness see the languape
learning situation positively and of high levels instrumentality.

By using Gardner’s theory of molivation the researcher has mvestigated
the outcomes of the present study. Findings ol the study claimm that
maximuom possibility in  lanpuage achievement happens when the
individuals move up with the spirit of motivation though the degree of
mativation may be varving at different circuwmstances.

Methodology

The research was a mixed-method approach, Data were collected from
120 students who had just completed their first and second semesters of
study al their respective universities and they had all compulsory English
foundation  courses,  Students were  selected following stratified
proportionate  sampling from five departments i.e. Enghish, Law,
Buziness Administration, CSE and EEE of the two chosen umiversities,
The number of students from each university was 60 and from each
department 12 students were selected randomly irrespective of gender.
This ratio was similar for each universily. The age range ol the students
was from 20 to 22 years. Twelve teachers were interviewed in the study
using open-ended semi-structured questions,

Besides, seven classes were attended and observed following a sample of
observation schedule. In this connection, the classroom activities of the
students were ohserved by the researcher. Data were collected from the
students through closed-ended questionnaire and they were asked 1o fill
up three sets of questionnaires including Yes, Mo or Sometimes i the first
and third sets whereas in the second set of guestionnaire they were asked
to comment on four ranges iLe. Fery satisfuctory, Satisfactory , Not
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satizfactory av No comments . With a view to having a varicty in the
findings, questions were not set in the unigue format. rather different
formats were introduced to draw the full attention of the respondents
because in many cascs unique format of questions might have the chance
to be selected by the respondents ignoting to go into the depth of the
statement, Open ended guestions were used o collect qualitative dain
while closed types of questions were used 1o collect quantitative data for
the study. Collected qualitative data were presented in the thematic form
whercas for quantitative data computer program SPSSE was  used.
Triangulation was carried out by comparing the participants’ responses
and observations, to identify what was common and o recognize the gaps
that might there be in the collected data,

Data Analysis

Tahle-1:Questionnaire for the Studenis:

Statement ( Question Form} Yes No | Sometimes No
comment

1. Did you attend any 85% 0o 15% an
compulsory English class
al your university?

2. Did you like the foundation | 75% 10%a 15% (M
English course?

3. Did you uttend any 55% | 2% 17%) (i
nongeredit English course in
wvour first vear?

4, Did the courses help you 17% | 37% 46% (i
smooth vour study in the
university with English
medium instruction?

5. Do you think that this 85% | 153% 1] 00
course has a pragmatic
outcome in your life?

. DNid you achieve a good 21%u 57% 17% 5%
command over four skills?

7. Dy ywou think that the T3%4 19% B% 00
existing syllabus needs 1o
be revised?

8. Do you think that this 1 7% | 46% 25% [ 2%
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| : MNo
| Statement ( Question Form) Yes Mo | Sometimes | sgmment
course can fullil your
expectations?
9. Do yvour teachers 0% Bl 54%% %

encourage you to speak
English in the clags?

10. Do you think that the 27% 12% 53% B%
course has improved your
language skill?

Sonree: Ficld Survey

In the first guestion it was found that the majority (85%) of smdents
attended the compulsary English course and the rest 15% were irregularly
present i the class: The second guestion demonstrated that the majority
( 75%) of the students liked the foundation courses. Besides, it was found
in question 3 that 35% students attended noncredit English course though
they were small 1n number compared to the students of the credit course.
In question 4, the majority (46%) of the students opined that these courses
helped them smooth their study in the university, More than 80% students
opined that English course would have pragmabic oulcomes o their life if
it were leamnt sincerely, which was stated in the guestion no, 5,

In the question no. 6, the majority (37%) of the students stated that they
did not learn their lessons following four skills properly. In answer to the
guestion ne.7 the majority (73%) students clairmed that the existing
syllabus should be revised and again in the question no, 8, 46% ol the
students claimed that English course could not fulfil their expoctations;
however a number of students were positive in this regard, Tn the question
no. 9, 54% of the students opined that teachers sometimes encouraged
them to speak English in the class. Lastly, 53% students opined that
foundation courses developed their language skills o some extent.

Tahle-2: Students’ comments on the foundation courses

Students’ comments Yery ginﬁsfndury Mot No |
satisfactory satisfactory |comment
| Course ¢ontent 12%0 37% 45% 6%
Teaching sirategies 27% 44% 28% 1"
Focus on reading 12% 2094 53% 6%
Focus on writing 20% S0% 12%% 3%
Focus on speaking S9% 28% 13%% 0o
Focus on lislening 12% | 9% 56% 1 3%
Teachers” performance 12% 27 % 61 % 0k
in students” motivation
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: : Yery X MNuot MNao
Stugnty comveats :&e:;ltitifiu:lur;-'|S‘““srm":mﬁ’fr satisfactory comment
Language testing | V% | 32% S51% (11

_system |
| Feedback practice | 3% ! 32% 49%% %%

Source: Field Survey

Students were asked o comment on the Toundation English courses they
had recently completed, Reparding course content 45%% students were not
gatisfied though the number of students choosing very sarisfactery and
sarisfactory options was worth mentioning. Students expressed their
positive amitudes towards the reaching strategies adopted by the teachers
when compared to nod safisfacionr option in the ble, In case of practicing
four skills, 539% of students chose  very safsfactory option and  56%
students chose sarisfacrory option, But they found poor orientation in case
of reading and listening in the ciass compared to speaking and writing.
Besides, the majority (61%:) of students were of the opinion that they were
not satisfactory enough to be motivated by their teachers. 51% students
did not express satisfuction regarding language lesting systermn and the
majorily (49%) ol siwdenls were not satisfed with teachers” [eedback
practice in the class.

Table-3: Students” attitudes towards the foundation courses

Students” attitude Yes MNo Sometimes

I. | prefer achieving good grade 65% 25% 1%

Lo l,h;:w:]i_:lpins my skills in

English

2. 1 attend class regularly but do 4T % 32% 21%

not respond o teachers

3. I memorize all contents and 0% 37T 23%%
| wramrmatical rules

4, | feel bored when teachers tell 63%% 2905 894

me Wy wrile anything without

memoriFalion.

5. It seems o me that teachers 16% 194 h5%%

are always busy with completing
the coursa.

6. | profer attending eredil 4905 28% 23%
English course to noneredit one
as this credit will be added 1o my

grade.

7, It seems to me that the course 23% 545 3%
duration is satisfactory.

8. 1 prefer activities orjented 28 47% 25%
class,

Souwrce: Field Survey
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The first statement of the table demonstrated that the majority (65%) of
students learnt English to achieve good grades though 25% of smudents
were intrinsically motivated to learn English to achieve language skills. In
the second statement, majority (47%) of the students argued that despite
their abtendance in the class they did not respond to their teachers.
According to the third statement, 40% of students claimed that they liked
o memorize all contents and grammatical rules. In the fourth statement it
was found that 63% of students responded that they felt bored when they
were asked to write about a topic off hand.

Sutement 5 showed that 65% students thooght that teachers  were
sometimes busy with completing their course but a small number of
students did not agree o the statement,. The sixth statement demonstrated
that majority (49%) of students preferred attending eredil classes to
noncredit ones, considering the importance ol grades in their Lile. The
seventh statement stated that the majority (534%) of students were not
contenl with course duration and lastly 47% of the siudents did not like
aclivily- based English c¢lasses due Lo their poor skills in English.

Students’' self-evaluation after finishing
course

U Fully Competent
® Partially Competent

Least Competent

B Not atall Competent

Figure-1 : Students' Self-evaluation
Source: Field Survey

Tt was found from the data that the majority (58%) of students were least
compelent and another 23% respondents thought themselves partially
compelent after completing their English foundation courses. Besides,
there were a small number of students who considered them fully
competent when they finished their courses.
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Oualitative Data Analvsis (teachers)

The gqualitative data were coded into four categornices that are as follows:

a) Type ol Courses:

It was found that the teachers (10 out of 12) expressed satisfaction with
the foundation courses designed for the students of the first vear including
two semesiers, They also stated thal apart [rom eredit course, noncredal
course was also introduced by the umiversity to ensure the smooth
development of students® language skills. [n case of class attendance of the
students. majority of the teachers opined that students preferred attending
the credit courses to the noncredit ones as they always thought of
obtaining grades. However, one third of the teachers stated that the
motivaled students atlended both of the foundation courses and achieved
maximum learming outcomes,

b} Course Cutling and Course Contents:

Majority of the teachers stated that the syllabus of the foundation courses
e eredit and noncredit courses was approved by the academie council
and syndicate of the university and so the contents of the syllabus differed
from one university to another as there was no specific guidelines from the
LG or CGovernment in this regard. Morcover, they opined that the
cxiating syllabus should be revised Lo ensure maximum output 0 languoage
learning, MMowever, a amall tumber of them argoed thal dylabus and
course conlents would donothing if students were demotivated to lesm,
One of the tcachers responded,

‘Acfivitv-based syllabus along with pragmatic class contents
showld be the first and foremest reguivement F we really wam
maxivtam suceess in the field of teaching and learning of English
largreeize”

¢) Teaching Approaches

Teachers' responses confirmed that the lesching approaches they wsed
were nol the same.  Besides. most of the tcachers belioved in class
lecturing that established teachers' authoritative and discouraged the
students to participate in class activities: They opined that many teachers
did not follow course outlines and encouraged students o learn isolated
grammar that had contradiclion 1o conlexiual text as well as w CLT
approach.

d) Challenges of These Courses
Mujority of the teachers opined that while leaching they fBeed a number of
challenges. First of all, in the speaking class they could not get all the
students involved in speaking drilling because of time constraints.
Besides, the weak smdents felt dizcouraged to participate in speaking
sessions, Secondly, in many cases they could not ensure language lab
facility for the students o practice listening. Some of the teachers stated
that when students were asked o owrite any topie ofT hand, they [elt bored
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and many of the students wrote indifferently on the opic and had hoge
grammatical lapscs along with spelling mistakes despite giving them
feedback about their crrors repeatedly. They apain stated that they were
really annoyed at the classroom performance of the smdents. Almost all
the teachers agreed to the matter that due to lack of logistic support they
could not arrange maximum classes on reading and listening but they took
sullicient classes on speaking and wnling.

Classroom Obscervation Schedule

It was found from classroom observation that in the credit English course
siudents” attendance was satisfactory and they were more mohvated (o
secure good prades than lo achieve language skills, So, most of them were
interested in sugpgestions from their course teachers and In many cascs
they seemed pretending as if they understood teachers’ lectures. A number
of students were not responsive to the class. Moreover, they showed off
task behavior and teachers taught them following traditional grammar
translation method and at times focosed on CLT method being target
oriented fo finish the syllabus within the semester,

Teachers did mnot follow the course contents and syllabus rather
mtentionally taught the students what they thought appropriate for the day.
In most cases, they encouraged the stwudenmts to take part in speaking
aclivities and sometimes wld them w write on any topic bul could not
manage time to give them foedbaek individaally, Tt was evident from the
obsorvation that some students who were highly motivated, attended oredi
and noneredit classes and Anally achieved lagusge profciency. However,
teachers did not teach the four skills of English language in the class in a
balanced way.

Major Findings and Discussion

It was found from the analvezed data of the students that they attended
credit and noncredit foundation English courses in their first year of the
university but their intention to attend the credit courses was much more
than the noncredit ones. The majority (46%) of students opined that
English knowledge helped them to study their core subjects smaoothly
following Enghsh mediom msiructions. Li el al. (2010} also showed thai
English proficicncy plaved a crocial role for students of non-native
English speaking countries in completing their studies following English
medium instructions.

Besides, wanother 85% thought that learming  English had  pragmatic
cutcomes in their life but the majority of them did not achieve a standard
command over four skills and it was well evident when 57% students
argued that the existing courses did not ensure the four skills i.e. listening,

29



Prime University Journal / valumse- 16 Namber-1 / Jareary - Junes 2022 158M: 1995-5332

speaking, reading and wrnting in an appropriate way as the prodoctive
skills like speaking and writing became relatively imponant issues for the
students taught by the teachers.

Findings from the teachers confirmed that the students who were really
motivated to learn English language and attended classes irrespective of
eredit and nonceredit courses, achieved language skills to the desired level.
Ciardner (20017 had similar findings that learmming a language to the utmost
level was possible where motivation was a discourse in achieving one’s
goal. However, the findings showed that the majority of students were
instrumentally motivated. Again the data from students and teachers found
that attending classes was not merely enough (o be skilled in English
language, rather the expected outcomes could be ensured if students could
get highly motivated and atend credit and nonceredit English courses.
Alam (2021) found the similar findings that attending both credit and
noncredit Enghish courses was more sigmificant in casc of achioving
English skills. Apain, the study found that teacher-centered class with the
absence of task<based activities brought poor outcomes in languape
learning. The study revealed a situation when two stakeholders, ie.
students and teachers struggled, Students prionitzed good grades while
leachers prionitized compleling the syllabus. Consequently, language
teaching and learning were hampered sipnificantly.

However, the qualitative and quantitative data of the study indicated that
the existing syllabus of the foundation courses should be revised 1o ensure
maximum outeomes in languase learning., Khan (2000) (ound the similar
findings in this regard,  The majority (73%) of the students thought that
the syllabus needs to be revised for their better understanding and easy
learning, Tuckman (1985) stated that the success of a language is
determined by its innowvation and the implementation that reach the goal
when it is evaluated,

Recommendations

Based on the qualitative and guantitative data drawn from the respondents
the researcher has given a number ol recommendations. These may help
teachers, students and others concerned in pgeneral to ensure maximum
learning outcomes. The list of recommendations is given below:

1. Both credit and noncredit English courses should be considered
important to ensure the desired level of learning outcomes.

2. Teachers should encourage students Lo participale in classroom
activities,

3. Student frendly classrooms should be ensured.

4. The existing syllabus should be revised and innovations in the
svllabus and course content should be given priority.
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5. Teachers should motivate students to speak about the present
and future perspectives of leaming English.

fr, Classes on four dkilla should be introduced in an approprate way,

7. Basy and individual feedback should be ensured in writing class.

B Language lesting system should be smooth and well organiezed,

@ Teachers should usce different tcaching approachoes.

1. Language lab facility should be ensured for the students.

Limitation of the Study

The study is done as a small scale rescarch with a small sample only from
two private universities in Jhaka city. The result may vary if it is done on
a large scale by including public and private universities in the same
frame.

Conclusion

The stady reveals the language learning outcomes of the undergraduate
students from foundation English courses, Major findings of the swdy
ahow that students attending fooundation courses have achieved a minimum
compaetence but the outcome reaches the optimum level for the students
who are really motivated to achieve language skills through credit and
noncredit English courses. However, teachers have encountered a number
of challenges ic. insufficient time in giving individual feedback, lack of
languape lab facility, students” unwillingness to attend noncredit course as
well as indifference to participating in classroom activities, anxiety for
course completion and so on, Besides, the innovation of the existing
ayllabus and the course contents has been considered as the demand of the
day. Finally, 4 number of recommendations has been put forth.
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Arundhati Roy’s Socio-political
Consciousness in The God of Small Things
Ismet Jerin Khan'

Abstrace: This essay aims 1o investigate the issues of social prejudice and
political exploiation os depicted in The Gl ol Small Things through
various evenis and characters, The guill of the novel 1% o deconsiruct
Imdia’s  tmcitional  ond  conservative  society, an which  women  and
individuals from the scheduled casles are consistently discounied and
demied fundamental mights, The povelist's position on seversl socisl 1ssues
is also appraised, including diverce and its repercussions on children, child
abuse, socio-cconomic deprivation of marginalized people, and women's
powerlessness under male control. The purpose of this paper is to raise
awarencas about the importance of woman's rights and freedom, as well a3
the rights and freedom of scheduled caste people and children, to reduce
deprivation and violence against them and albow them to live a healthy life
i this waorld,

Keywerds; Gengder, Caste, Social lssees, Indlion Socety, Child Abuse,
Discrirnination. Deprivation, Injustice

Arundhati Royv's debul novel The God of Small Things 15 a powerful
critique of Indian socicty's deteriorating morality and soeial ills. The social
difficulties of her period had a significant impact on Roy. Arundharti Roy's
story  explores the issues confronting a traditional community in
transformation. On a psychological and social level, Indian women are
also changing.

Arundhati Royv depicts our crumbling socio-political situation, political
cormuption.  Dalit  snbjection, women's marginalizarion. and  child
maltreatment with the passion of a social crusader and reformer. Roy is
deeply concerned about social issues, and she uses excellent abilities o
confront the social ineguity in her country, She strives o break this unjust
socicty's will to survive, This novel is notable for the novelist's socio-
political awareness, which is set against a backdrop of Kerala, with ¢very
aspect of the setting and characters. This study focuses on the novel's
depiction of cwrrent India’s social, caltural, and political issues, which are
represented in the novel with a level of precision thatl i3 uncommon in
other literary works.

Arundhati Row writes with self-assurance and conviction, Her writings are
primarily based on her own personal experiences and perceptions, which
cannot be contested, Kerala's social and political fabric are intertwined with

! Agsastant Professor, Department of English, Isbamsic University, Keshtio; Bangladesh
E-mail” ismect,jerin khandigmail com
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The God of Small Things. and Roy is obsessed with the place's social caste
system. The upper-caste Hindu society's age-old Brahminical thinking
continuously challenges the hold of casteless Christlanity on others who
are aqually charmed by the old Marxist philosophy. People across Kerala
are grappling with these inconsistencies, from the upper crust to the lowest
rung. Rigidity on an ideological level and flexibility on a practical level
produces challenges and ambiguity,

Maore like the Hindus of India and practiced caste and ereed hierarchy, the
Christian group was the most dominant and powerful caste in Ayemencm
culture. "Brahmin Christians,” they are known as. On the other hand, they
did not follow Christ's teachings in the true spirit of Christiamity. The Hindu
caste and class system  appeared to have significantly influenced
Christianity in this society. Pappachi beats his wife. Ammu, a woman of
high spirit, selects two unconventional partners, first a Hindu and later a
Paravan. Still. Mammachi refuses to accept her daughter's marriage w a
Hindu and the children that result from this union. Baby Koachamma
egntered a convent to entice and fulfill her passion for a priest whe had
dedicated his life to Christ. Her motivation was more mundane than
religious. Chacko's "Paradise Pickles & Preserves” is a for-profit company
that has nothing to do with Christian compassion or love,

Like all other religions, Christianity is employed in Ayvemenem to thrive
commercially, This nowvel's society is not only religiously strict and
conservative but also class concerned. AL N, Dwivedi claims: “One of the
dominant socio-political concerns in Arundhati’s novel 15 the rigid
caste-structure to be seen in India™ (Dwivedi, 2000, p.21).

The rigid caste-structure prevalent in India is one of Arundhati’'s major
socio-political concems in her novel, Many innocent people's lives are
destroved as a result of caste snobbery, The caste system inevitably
oppressed and exploited the weakest sections of Indian society, such as the
scheduled castes and wibes, the paravans, Dalits, and have-nots.

B. R. Ambedkar writes in “Annihilation of Caste™ "The outcast is a
by-product of the caste system. There will be outeastes as long as there are
castes. Mothing can emancipate the outcaste except the destruction of the
caste system. (Goodreads.com)

Muoreover he says: “Caste is another name {or control, Caste puts a limit on

enjoyment. Caste does not allow a person to transgress cast limits in pursuit
of his enjoyment.”{Goodracds.com)
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In this novel, Arundhati Roy shows the subaltern of Indian society's
extreme sorrow and frustration. The book strives to demonstrate the unjust
and unsgual society that has labeled them as Untoochables through
characters like Kelan, Vellya Paapen, and Velutha, In every held of life,
the Paravan Velutha is destitute and victimized., He has a remarkable
ability for carpentry and "has a way with machinery,"(Roy 2002, p.67) yvet
he is underpaid. The caste svstem is essential in [ndia. and other groups
unwittingly adopt the upper-caste Hindu mindset, which is rigid and
conservative.

Pratima Prasad tightly observes ("Since most of the converts come from
the majority community, their forefathers have carried their caste bias
mmta their new faith. The concept of purity and impurity dominate the
whaole psvchology of Indian people™ [ Prasad, 2011, p. 86).

When Velutha used to go o Ammu's house to deliver coconut harvested
from the compound with s father, he had to enter through the back door.
Pappachi never let a Paravan inte his home. Mammachi recalls the
practice of the Paravans in the past, who were required to crawl backward
with a broom in their hand to sweep away their foolstep o prevent a
Christian from accidentally stepping into it Ammu's Tamily feels ashamed
and disgusted when Ammu and Velutha had an affair when they were
young, They are enraged by s status as an untouchable employes,
Resentment grows to wrath, and the entire society joins forces to punish
the two lawbreakers.

The woman is finally confined to her chamber while the male 1% executed.
The lack ol etiguette is his olfense,

In the words of Pratima Prasad: "WVelutha has failed due to more than one
reason, Caste bias being one of them. Anger towards him is mainly due to
his breach of trust. His illicit relationship with the daughter of his master is
highly objectionable. It is taken as a challenge and provocaton to the
upper caste people™ (Prasad, 2011, p. 87).

With her powerful picture of the deplorable situation of the Paravans (the
untouchables) in The God of Small Things. Arundhati pleads for the
abolition of caste-biased systems and equitable society. Pappachi and
Mamimachi deal with them in the following manner: "Pappachi would not
allow Paravans into the house. Nobody would. They were not allowed to
touch anything that Touchable touched™ (Roy, 2002, p.270),

When the British armived in Malabar, many low castc people were
converted to Christianity o cscape the stigma of being untouchable. vet
they were still discriminated against. The British fed them and gave them
money, dubbed Rice-Christians. As a result they were subjected to social
shame and caste division. They were once again ostracized since they
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were provided with separate churches, separate services. and different
priests. Society did not approve of Ammu and Velutha's love affair, and
they were harshly punished, According o Tickel their connection was
revolulionary:

Velutha, nurturing anti-caste/class aspirations in love/desire, is seen as a
more fully committed political being because of his participation o the
communist uprising in the stute, . In any case there are indications in the
text that parallels can be drawn between the politics of Ammu and the
rather more obvious Leftist leanings suspected of Yelutha, and that hers
arc probahly as viable though more personal. (Tickel, 2007, p.46)

"The Untouchables' are subjected to draconian state regulations since they
do not qualify for government perks such as employment reservalions or
low-interest bank loans. Velutha is a“Paradise Pickles and Prescrves™
frctory carpenter with a lot of expenences, Mammach also acknowledges
Velutha's talent, saying that he would have become an engineer if he
hadn't been s Paravan., Velutha is distinguished from his easte's other
members by his natural uniqueness and professional skill. Velutha and his
father, Yellyva Paapen, represent two generations of Paravan. Velutha is
bold, confident, and defiant of the caste system, but his father is docile and
conformist. Villya has graciously accepted the caste system's religious
Justification, However, by engaging n a covert affair with Ammu, a
woman from the upper caste Chrstian group, Velutha challenges the
customary caste practice. When Ammu's family was looking for Velutha,
Velutha's father informed them of his whereabouts and had him jailed out
of fear and a sense of remorse, shame, and subjection. His father is pressed
to reveal information aboul his son since the entire casie may sufTer if he
does not, All sides threaten and warmm the older man, forcing him (o
sacrifice his son to gain peace for his caste men. His casic people make
him realize that thev do not wish to suffer because of his mistakes. He
should accept responsibility for his "mistakes” and the consequences. The
enormity of the situation is explained to him. Velutha never speaks back to
his lords. He keeps up appearances but dies withow apologies. His inner
strength o Gght for what he believes Lo be lns nght never fades 6l the
end.

A gender-based sociery is one in which the man dominates and suppresses
the female.

The right 1o education for women 15 denied. Love, equality, and friendship
are all overlooked in the marital constitution, Tn both home and social life,
married life becomes sour, and inferiority complexes emerge. Ammu is
depicted as a low-status lady divorced with two children battling her
family, motherhood, and society.

36




Prime University Journal [ valume- 16 Namber-1 | Janeary - June 2022 158N |9495-5332

In the words of Ranga Rao"ln Ammu the novelist has presented, with
compassion, a woman, & feminist locked in a struggle with her family, its
‘hidden morality” with society and tragically with herself. Her broken
marriage, her unwantedness in her parental family, her love for her
children and her womanly desires lead her to her untimely death™{ Rao,
1997, p.16).

Ammu is a woman who represents dissatisfied married women. Women
who fall within this category are divorced. Many moral and immaoral
motives could exist, However, the "wegker' pender is almost always
blamed since it 15 more convenicnt, and the victim is an casicr target for
social censure and family bias. Ammu is humiliated since she went against
convention and took her way. Her unconventional choices {marrying a
Hindu and having an affair with a Paravan) lead to her terrible demise.
Arundhati Roy aims to bring the hypoersy ol Indian society o light via
Ammu's life narrative,

Women's status had deteriorated dramatically from the time of the
Dharmashastras and Puranas, a significant shift from the Rig-Vedic period
when women had some {reedom.

The Indian society's lawmiver, Manu, said:

“Women have to be under father during childhood, under her husband
during youth and under her son during old age™ (Patrick, 2005, p.146).

After the Muslim invasion and the establishment of the [slamic
administration in the medieval period, the concept of "Purdah.’ which was
popular among the conquenng Mushims, appealed to the fancies of the
defeated Hindu commumity’s men, who went 1o absurd lengths to impose it
on their women. The situation began to change with the efforts of well-
known reformists like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar,
and Devendranath Tagore against women's enslavement and redemption
in society, Furthermore, the impact of British culiure and civilization on
Indian culiure and commumity resulied noa shift of women's stalus,
Women's situation has improved significantly in independent India doe to
their constitutional rights, yet discrimination, injustice. and gender
inequity persist socially.

Roy criticizes Kerala society’s contradictory moral code and  attitude
tovward women and challenges societv's double moral standard for men
and women. In the case of Chacko's education, she externalizes gender
inequality. Chako was semt to Britain to complete his studies, but Ammu
was denied access to further education since she was a woman and hence
had a lower standing. Investing in his daughter's education, he thoughrt,
was a wasle of money. His traditional ideology is stated in the following
manner in the novel;
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“Pappachy insisted that a college education was unnecessary expense for a
girl; she should wait for marriage proposal while she helps her mother
with the house work, Since her father did not have enongh money to raise
a suitable dowry™ (Roy, 2002, p. 38).

Deprived of education, Ammu was provoked to matry on the erroncous
assumption that marriage will rescue her from the humiliating and
repressive  established order. She makes a snap decision o maimy a
traditional Hindu family member whom she met ar an aunt's houose,
Marriage is a vital institution because it provides a haven, safety, and
security for every woman. Simone de Beauvoir claims that:

There in a unanimeus sgreement that getting a husband-or in some cascs
a “protector’- 1s for her (woman) the most important undertaking- she will
free herself from the parental home, from her mother’s hold, she will open
up her fomre not only by active conguest but by delivering herself up,
passive and docile, in the hands of 8 new master™. (Beauvoir. 1961, p. 352)

However, Ammu's marriage was a disaster. Her husband was an alcoholic
who could not shueld her [rom his semor's avarice, resulting in a divorce,
She returned o her parent's home, but her relatives were hesitant Lo
welcome her back. Her inability to receive assistance and sympathy from
her relatives also results in her death. Pratima Prasad belicves that:

“The life of a divorcee is worse than that of a widow or an abandoned
wile. The later, because of her misfortune, gets the syvmpathy of Gonmily,
relatives, friends and the society,” (Prasad, 200101, p. 923

A divorced lady is viewed as a tremendously free woman who must be the
reason for her marriage's demise.

She is despised as a home breaker who refuses to conform to the norms of
civilized society.

They are unworthy of society's compassion,

Baby Koachamima in the novel expresses the same senlinment:

“The commanly held view that a married daughter had no position in her
parent’s home, As for a divorced danghter- according to Koachamma, she
had no position anywhere at all™ (Roy, 2002, p, 46),

Another significant example of gender diserimination and social injustice

against women in The God of Small Things comes in the form of parental
property deprivation.
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Ammu returns home with two children after her divoree, but she is denied
her share of the property. In contrast. Ammu's brother, Chacko,
ostentatiously enjoys his full right as the inheritor and sole successor of his
parent's property_ At the same time, his sister Ammu is forced to live a life
of poverty becouse she cannot inberit her parent's property as a worman.
Chacko arrogantly asserts his control in front of his sister now and again;
"Whalt's yours 15 mine, and what's mine is also mine” (Roy, 2002, p. 57).

The phallocentric universe in which women are mistreated and consigned
to the periphery of society is reflected in Chacko's constant assertion of his
property right. Arundhati Roy denounces the tyrannical phallic power and
speaks oul against it. Women's independence, financial security, sell-
reliance, and ability to work independently are all demed by patriarchal
ideology and law,

Another wrong facet of society depicted in this work is a cormupt political
practice, which leads to a corrupt government. Inspector Thomas Mathew,
a crooked cop, is swayed by caste prejudices, money, desire, and
temptations. They start o care about local issues, Innocent victims of
circumsatance  are maltreated and  humiliated by these officials. The
inspector of police sexually harasses Ammu, To legitimize Velutha's
death, they use fake statements from the children. Comrade Pillai is a
corrupt politician who as a communist is intended to reject caste and
religious hierarchy, But it is revealed that he is attempting to persuade
Chacko to accept caste as a reality. However, it does not make any
difference whether or not he 152 a Chrstian;, what counts 15 that he accepis
the societal norm that most people respect the caste sysiem,

He won't let the untouchables get any further.

Arundhati Roy addresses a different social ill: child abuse in this novel.
She gives a realistic description of the psychological effects of child
sexual and mental abuse, When Scephic Mol drowned in their company,
Estha and Rahel became victims of mental abuse., They have becn found
guilty of her death and sentenced to prison. The Orangedrink Lemondrink
man harasses Estha sexually. He brutalizes the helpless infant. A dirty
person’s perverse mentality leaves an indelible mark on his psyche.
Margarel 15 truumatized by the abuse she endured following Sophie Mol's
death. People's nasty faces ruin Estha'’s pure wdeal of childhood, Ammu's
harsh words, unpleasant memaorics, and =ense of guilt render him stapid
and quiet in later life, indicating mental trauma.

Through warious events and people, Arundhati Roy has shown social
problems such as pender discrimination, caste and class warfare,
governmental and administrative corruption, women  deprivation, and
child maltreatment m a wvery realistic and natural manner. She has
demonstrated a deep sense of social responsibility in her literary creations.
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Her goal is to bring the perpetrators to justice and awalen readers’
consciences about women like Ammu and her children.

In her work The God of Small Fhings, Roy depicts the wretched fate of
women and those from lower castes in a male-dominated, class-conscious
society, and she fiercely defends the oppressed. Caste discrimination and
untouchability become the central issue in this novel, Arundhati Roy tries
(o altach proper dignity with the lower caste people who are deprived and
marginalized by the traditional caste- based socicty of India. She 15 a lonc
crusader against the repressed women and children of her society too. She
depicts the hurdles women or the children face in an orthodox society in
their free choice. She challenges the demands of the traditional society in
complete negahon of a woman’s ego and feehings through different female
characters, Through the representation of the inner world and perception
of the repressed class and race, Koy upholds the essential cquality of all
human beings.
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A Study on Figurative Language in
William Blake’s “The Echoing Green™

Bidduth Kumar Dutta' and Aysha Alam Talukder®

Ahsirace: This paper investigatos the wse of Ngurative language in William
Blake's poem, “The Echaing Green™, Using o wxiual analysis method dista
collected from both primary and secondary sowrces. The study employs a
descriptive gualitative research approach to analyee the rypes of figurative
language used i the poem, Pindings of the study reveal thot the poem
contains numerous figurative language tools, including Setting, Rhyme
Scheme, Meter, Transforred Bpithet Antithesid, Swymbaols, Assonance,
Adliterstion, Metaphor, Pun, PersomiGesiion, Matonymy, mod Litobes: The
study omphasizes thet these literary technigues are crucial for conveying
the poem’s intended messages and highlights the inportance of study ing
such sspects i liternture, particularly m poetry.

Keywards: William Blake, Figurative Language, Echoing Green

Introduction

The act of communicating with others and expressing emotions in daily
life is lacilitated by language, which serves as a tool for social interaction,
Language 15 a vital too] for social interaction and expressing emotions in
datly Iife (Lindsay & Emighi, 2007). This involves encoding varioos
components of what they want to express. As Douglas explains, languape
is a svstemn of arbitrary symbols that enables individuals to communicate
intelligibly with one another {Douglas, 2017).

Hornby defines lanruage as a migans of communicabon and interachon
through specch, Writing 15 wtilized by individuals from varous regions
who have their own unique customs and traditions. 1t is also considered a
way o convey ideas, foelings, and concepts, using movements, symbaols,
and sounds. On electronic devices, specific terms, symbols. and rules are
applied to express meaning {Hornby, 200H)).

Figuralive language is the utilization of words in & manner that departs
from thetr usual order and literdal meaning, with the intention of conveving
intricate meanings, vibrant writing, enhanced clarity, or ewvoeative
comparisons. It employs ordinary sentences to indirectly reference
something instead of explicitly stating it. Using Girpux's theory, 14

I Avssistant Prolessor, E.'h_'pnul.l'rlullL ol Erglish, Prime University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Email; bidduthduttai gmeil.com

H
© Assistant Professor, Depanment of English, Prime University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Emmil: ayshabariareek i@ pma | com

35




Prime University Journal ¢ valame- 160 Number-1 / Jameoey - June 2022 158M: 1995-5332

different types of figurative language are identified, including Alliteration,
Allusions,  Hyperbole, Irony,  Litoles, Metaphor,  Melonymy,
Onomatopoeia, Paradox, Personification, Pun, Simile, Synecdoche, and
Symbal. The most frequently used type of fgurative language was
Hyperbole, Each stanza of the poom exprosses  varous messages,
including a call to avoid comparing oneself 1o others and fecling inferior
because everyone is equal in the eves of God.

About the Poet and Poem

Born in London on Movember 28, 1757, William Blake was a cclebrated
poet. painter, and printmaker in England. He is known for his radical and
imaginative works that challenged traditional beliefs and norms. Blake's
poetty often reflects his mystical and spiritaal beliefs, and ke 15 considered
a precursor ol the Romantic Movement in English literature, His works
range from short lyrical poems to lengthy prophetic works and are known
for their use of vivid imagery, symbolism, and unconventional syntax,

The poem, “The Echoing Green”, is one of Blake's most popular poems
which was published as part of his collection, “Songs of Innocence™ in
1789, The poem 1s a nostalgic reflection on childhood innocence and the
joy af youth, It depicts a scene of children playing on a village green onoa
bright summer day, surrounded by natura's beauty, The poem celehrates
the innocence and freedom of youth and contrasts it with the constraints
and worries of adult life.

In the context of the poem, “The Echoing Green™, Blake's life and beliefs
are significant as they influenced his works, According to FEaves, William
Blake, the poet of “The Echoing Green™, was o strong advocate of
imagination and childhood innoeence, which are significant themes in the
poem (Eaves, 2018). He believed that the imagination was the key to
understanding the world and that it allowed people to sece beyond the
mundane reality of evervday life: His mystical beliefs are also reflected in
the poem's use of vivid imagery and symbolism, which are used to convey
deeper spirttual and philosophical meanings,

Background of the Study

Muoleong, as cited by Spadlex, defines literalure as the knowledge sained
through human expernience and used (o rellect and express that experience
{Spadlex, 2000). Kocsnosocbroto states that people read litcrature to
satisfy their hunger for information, amusement, or solace, and to discover
truths about themselves and the world they live in (Koesnosoebroto, 2008,
p. 107 In other words, literature allows people to share experiences.
Studying hterature can enhance language awarcness as students are

56




Prime University Journal / volame- 16" Mamber-1 / Janunry - June 2022 158N: 1995-5332

prompted o scrutinize intricate or nonstandard instances of language use
thal may anse in ]iicrury works, enabling them (o become more mindlul of
language norms (Widdowson, 1993 ax cited in Lazar, 1993, p. 467, Nandi
defines hteralure as writing distinguished for beauty and expression, rather
than works dealing with positive knowledge (Mandi, 2012).

An understanding of the reasons why people study literature is essential.
Koesnosochroto cutlines several reasons, such as gaining insights into
different cultures, demonstrating erudition, passing exams, and personal
growth (Koesnosochroto, 2008, p. 1) Poetry, as a form of Hterature,
posscsscs acsthetic qualitics reflected 1o ils use of figurative language,
diction, and the author's intended messages. Mevertheless, these literary
characteristics can pose difficulties for readers when studying poetry.
Therefore, analyzing and studying poems is critical in order 1o grasp their
beauty and signilicance (Nash, 2000, p, 253,

Literature Review

Numerous scholars conduct research on literature, including poetry. such
as Arma Ruainida Fern Emham (20010) and Loh Hodijah (2004), In her
rescarch on Emily  Dhckinson's poems  fitled  “Loneliness  in Emialy
Mckinson's Poems", Arina Ruainida Fera Embam examined a range of
figurative language. including simile;, metaphor. personification,
apostrophe, imagery, symbol, irony, and paradox, and how they relate to
the concept of loneliness (Embam, 2010). Similarly, ljoh Hodijah's study
on the analysis of figurative language in Khaled’s poem reveals that
language 15 a mediom for expressing the wroter's emotions and sensations
and that poetry, drama, and prose are the three genres of language.
Furthermore. studving poetry can enhance leamers® literary competence
{Ljoh, 2004).

In Dian’s research on MNirvana's song, “The Figurative Language of
Mirvana's Song”, she analvees different types of Ggurative Tanguage, such
as simile, metaphor, persomification, imagery, symbol, irony, paradox.
pun, hyperbole, and others. She cmphasizes that fgurative language
involves implied meanings and that the words used are not meant to be
taken literally, but rather connotatively (Dian. 2010a). In her other
research, “A Study on Figurative Language in Celine Dion's Song™, Dian
anilyees three tvpes of fHgurative languaee; simile, metaphor (including
cpithet, cponym, hyperbole, oxymoron, paradox, personification, pun, and
synecdoche), and rhetorical term aposiopesis (Dian, 2010b). Morcover,
metaphor is considered the most fundamental of all figurative tanpuage,
which states an analogy. Therefore, previous studies have focused on
analyzing poetry and [gurative language in various literary genres,
mcluding poetry, novels, and songs, over the years,
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Findings and Discussion

The approach employed in this study involves conducting library rescarch
to select a specific poem from William Blake's collection, specifically
“The Echoing Green™. This method is chosen as it is effective in terms of
time management and has been utilized by previous researchers as well,
The researchers obtain the data from the selected poem, they idenbily and
andlvze cvery meaning in cach ling, specifically focusing on the Ogurative
language used. The findings show that there are approximately 24 lines
that contain fipurative language. The study is completed within the
allotted time frame. As a result. this research method is proved o be
effective [or the purposes of this study. The wypes of structure of
predication found in the posm are presenied in this section.

The Poem:

“The Echoing Green™
The Sun does anse,
And make happy the skics.
The merry bells ring
To welcome the Spring.
The sky-lark and thrush,
The birds of the bush,
Sing louder around,
To the bells' cheerful sound.
While our sports shall be seen
On the Echoing Green.
Cld John with white hair
Does laugh away care,
Sitting under the nak,
Among the old follk,
They laugh at our play.
And soon they all say.
Such such were the joys.
When we all —pirls and boys-—-
In our youth-time were seen,
On the Echoing Green.
Till the little ones weary
Mo more can be merry
The sun does descend,
And our sports have an end:
Round the laps of thetr mothers,
Many sisters and brothers,
Like birds in their nest,
Are ready for rest:
And sport no more seen.
Om the darkening Cireen.
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EBuch stanza of the poem under study consists of ten lines, and also
classilies 1L as a sonnel, To lacilitale the analysis, the varous Lypes of
figurative language uvsed in each line of the poem have been analvzed in
alphabetical order during the subsequent study.

Setting

“The Echoimg Green™ by William Blake depicts a lively scene of children
plaving 10 a lush green field on a beautiful summer day, while the old men
observe from the sidelines. The poem celebrates the beauty of nature and
its significance in symbolizing lite, growth, and happiness (Blake, 2012,
pp. 4-5). The poem highlights the beauty and tranguility of nature, where
everyone is content and happy. The greenery and the environment play an
essential role in the poem, as it symbolizes life, growth, and happiness.
The setting of the poem also evokes 8 sense of nostalpa, where the older
generation reflects on their childhood, while the younger ones create their
MEMorics.

Rhyme Scheme

Blake's poem “The Echoing Green” exhibits a consistent AABB thyme
scheme across its three stanzas (Blake, n.d_). This particular rhyme scheme
involves having the first two lines of each stanza sharing a rhyme, as well
as the last two lines of each stanza.

Here are the line numbers lor each stanen with the corresponding rhyme
scheme:

Stanza 1:

Line 1: *The sun does arise” (A)

Line 2: *And make happy the skies™ (A)
Line 3: “*The merry bells ring™ (B)

Line 4: “To welcome the spring”™ (B)

Stanza 2X:

Line 5: *The sky-lark and thrush' (A}
Line 6: “The birds of the bush™ (A)

Line 7: “Sing louder arpund™ (B)

Line & “Toa the bell's cheerful sound™ ()

Stanza 3:

Line 9: *0Old John, with white hair™ (A)

Line 10: “Does laugh away care™ (A)

Line | 1t "Sitting under the calk™ (B)

Line 12 “Among the old folk™ (I3)

S0, the overall thyme scheme for the poem is AABBCCDDAABBEEFF,
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Meter

The meter of the poem “The Echoing Green™ by William Blake is mostly
in lambic tetrameter, with occasional varations in some lines, lambic
tetrameter means that each line consists of four sambs, or metrical feet,
with each 1amb consisting of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed
syllahle.

Here are the line numbers for each staneza with the corresponding meter:

Stanza 1:

Line |: “The SUUN does ARISE" (iambic tetrameter)

Line 2: “And MAKE hapP?Y the SKIES™ (iambic tetrameter)
Line 3: “The MERRy BELL S RING™ (iambic tetrameter)
Line 4: “To WELcome the SPERING™ (ijambic tetraimeter)

Stanza 2:

Line 5: “The SKY-lark and THRUSH" (1jambic tetrameter with a trochaic
substitution)

Linge &: *'The BIRDS of the BUSH™ (iambic tetrameter)

Line 7: “Sing LOUDer aROUNID (iambic tetrameter with an extra
unstressed syllable)

Line 8B: *To the BELL'S cheerFUL SOUND™ (fjambic ieirameier)

Stanza 3:

Ling 9; “Old JOHM, with WHITE hair™ (iambic tetrameter with a trochaic
substitution)

Line 1(¢ “Does LAUGH aWAY care” (iambic tetrameter)

Line 11: “S5ITing UNder the OAK”™ (jambic tetameter with an extra
unstressed syllable)

Line 12: "Aamong the OLD folk™ (iambic tetrameter with a spondaic
substitution)

S0, the overall meter of the poem is predominantly iambic tetrameter, with
a few varations in some lines Lo add emphasis or variation.

Transferred Epithet

A wransferred epithet is a fipure of speech in which an adjective is
grammatically hnked o a noun that it does not logically modify, but to
another noun in the sentence. The poem “The Echoing Green”™ by William
Blake contains a few cxamples of transferrcd epithets that help to create
vivid imagery and bring the sctting to life.

One example of a ransferred epithet in the poem is in the second stanza,
in the line “The SKY-lark and THRUSH”. The adjective “sky™ is
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transterred from the sky to the bird, even though the sky is not actually
singng, This ereates a more vivid and sensory image of the birds singing
high up in the sky.

Another example is in the third stanza. in the line “Old JOHN, with
WHITE hair”. The adjective “white™ is transferred from John's hair to
John himsell, emphasizing his age and wisdom through the color of his
hair.

These transferred epithets help o create a more sensory and vivid
description of the scene on the echoing green. bringing the setting to life in
the reader's imagination.

Antithesis

Amntithesis is a literary device that presents a contrasting idea through the
use of parallel structures, usually in a balanced or parallel manner. In “The
Bchoing Green™ by William Blake, there are a few examples of antithesis
that help to emphasgize the contrasting ideas and themes in the poem,

Ome example of antithesis in the poem s in the first stanza, in the hlines
“Old John with white hair / Does laugh away care™. Here, the contrast is
berween age and youth, with the old man represented by “white hair™ and
the children by their play ful langhier,

Another example of antithesis 15 0 the second stanza, in the lines “The
sports of the age / Are theirs o enjoy”, Here, the contrast 1s between the
activitics of the old and young generations. with the elderly represented by
“apge™ and the children by their playful “sports™.

Finally, in the last stanza, there is an example of antithesis in the lines
STill the little ones weary / No more can be merry™. Here, the contrast is
between happiness and weariness, as the children eventually tire and can
no longer be merry,

These examples of antithesis help to emphasize the contrasting themes of
vouth and age, play and work, and happiness and weariness in the poem,
highlighting the Decting nature of childhood joy and the passage of time.

Symbuols
Symbols are literary devices used to represent abstract ideas or concepts
thiough concrete objects, actioms, or images. In “The Echoing Green™ by

William Blake, there are several symbols used throughow the poem that
help to convey its themes and ideas,
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One of the most prominent symbols in the poem is the green ficld itself,
which represents youth, innocence. and the namral world. The green field
is described as “echoing™ with the sounds of children playing, singing, and
laughing, emphasizing the joy and energy of vouth, It is also contrasted
wilth the “darkening”™ city streets, which symbolize the pressures and
responsibilitics of adulthood.

Another symbol in the poem is the sun. which represents warmth, ligh,
and wvitality. The sun iz described as shining brightly in the sky,
illurninating the green leld and providing energy Tor the children's play. It
15 also contrasted with the “chimney-sweeéper™s cry™ and the “old man
sigh”, which symbolize the harsh raalitics of life that can dim the light of
yvouth.

The birds in the poem, including the “sky-lark™ and “thrush®, also serve as
symbols of freedom, joy, and natural beauty. They are described as
singing and Mying freely in the sky, embodying the carefree spirit of vouth
and the beauty of the natural world.

Finally, the “old man™ in the poem serves as a symbel of wisdom,
cxpericnee, and the passage of time. He is described as watching the
children playing from the sidelines, enjoying their youthful energy and
innocence while reflecting on his own memories of vouth.

In nutshell, the symbols in “The Echoing Green™ help (o creaste a rich and
vivid portrayal of vouth, nature, and the passage of time, cmphasizing the
fleeting nature of childhood joy and the importance of preserving our
connection to the nataral world.

Assonance

The sun does arise,

And make happy the skies:

The merry bells ring

To welcome the Spring; (Blake, 2005, p. 136)

Assonance is a type of figurative language where the repeated vowel
sounds in words create a similar sound. but not necessarily the same
meaning. In this poem. we can see an example of assonance in the
repetition of the long 1" sound in the words “arise™, “skies”, and “bells™,
The repeated sound ereates a musical quality to the lines and emphasizes
the joyvous tone of the poem.
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Alliteration

In line 7 of the second stanza: “Such, such were the joyvs™ ({(Blake, 20035, p.
136))

The line mentioned above utilize Alliteration, a type of gurative
langu.ugc that involves the repetition of the initial consonant or sound in
words or phrases, as i the repetition of the *5" sound in the words “such,
such™, This literary device is commonly used to create a specific effect or
atmosphere within a text.

Metaphor

“The Echoing Green™ by Willlam Blake is & poem that uses the metaphor
of a green field Glled with joviul children to syvmbolize the innocence and
carefree nature of youth. The poem contrasts the joy and frecdom of
childhood with the darker themes of aging and death. supgesting that
youth is a time of great happiness that cannot last forever,

According (o Blake, the green feld represents a symbol of youth and
innecence, a time of life where one is unburdened by the troubles of the
world. This idea is reinforced by the description of the children as being
“happy™ and “merny™ while plaving their games. Blake uses this imagery
to suggest that youth is a time ol great joy and happiness, a time when one
15 free o explore and discover the world around them without worry or
concern (Blake 1)

In contrast, the final stanza of the poem suggests that this idyilic state of
innocence cannot last forever. As the sun seis and the children return
home, Blake writes, “And their sports were heard on high / Till the litle
one’s weary he down™, Here, the suthor uses the metaphor of the setting
sun to represent the end of childhood and the beginning of old age. The
children, once so carefree and joyful, must now grow up and face the
challenges of the world.

In & word, “The Echoing Green™ 15 a poem that uses the metaphor of a
green field filled with playful children o explore the themes of youth,
inmocence, and aging. The poem suggests that while yvouth s @ time of
great joy and happiness, it cannot last forever, and one must cventually
face the challenges of growing old.

Fun

We know, a pun is a play on words that exploits multiple meanings or
similar-sounding words for humorous or rhetorical effect. The pun in the
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lines “In owr youth time were seen / Round the laps of their mothers™ is on
the word “laps™. On the surface level. the word “laps™ refers to the area on
top of the thighs where a child may sit or rest while in therr mother's
embrace. However, the word “laps™ also sounds hke the word “lapses™,
which means to fall into a state of decline or to expire.

Therefore, the pun in these lines suggests that the carefree and innocent
time of youth, represented by the image of children sitting on their
mothers' laps, is (leeting and temporary. The use of the pun highlights the
transitory nature of youth and how it will eventoally lapse or expire, much
like how the laps of the mothers wall eventually no longer be available for
the children to rest upon as they grow up and face the challenges of the
world.

Persomnification

Persomification is a literary device in which non-human abjeets or ideas
are given human-like qualities or characteristics. The personifications in
the lines are as follows:

= “To welcome the spring™ (Line 4, stanza 1)
Here, spring is personified as i i is capable of heing welcomed,
although it is not a living being,

s “Docs laugh away care” (Line 2, stanea 2)
At this line, the abilily to laugh and take away one's worries is
personified as if it 1s a living being with a will of 115 own.

# “The sun does descend” (Line 3, stanza 3)
Here the sun is personified as if' il is capable of wking an action,
although it is an inanimate object,

o “And owr sports have an end” (Line 4, stanza 3)

At this point, the idea of sports coming 1o an end is personified as if it 15
capable of happening on its own, although it is not a living being.

Metonvmy

Metonvmy 1s a fgure of speech that replaces the name of a thing with a
word or phrase that is closely associated with it, often to create a more
vivid or expressive effect.

The metonymies in the lines are as follows:
= In line 7 of the first stanza! “Sing louder around™ - here, “around™
is used as a metonymy [or the people or children who are singing
and plaving in the green,
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* [In line 8 of the fArst stanza: “To the bell's cheerful sound™ - here,
“bell” is used as a metonymy for the church or the place of
worship where the bell is ringing, indicating the start ol the day.

= In line @ of the first stanza: “'While our sports shall be seen™ - here,
“sports™ 15 used as a metonymy [or the children or people who are
playing the spors, indicating the activities that they are engaged in.

Litotes

Litotes is a figure of speech that uses understaternent to emphasize a point,
often. by using a negative w  express  the  opposite,  The
litotea/understatement in the lines are as follows:

= o line 1 of the first stanza: “The sun does arise™ - here, the poet
uses an understatement (o deseribe the sunrise, which is o natural
phenomenon of immense beauty and significance,

#= In line 6 of the first stanza; “The birds of the bush™ - here, the use
of “the birds of the bush™ as a phrasc is a litotes, downplaying the
variety and number of hirds present in nature.

= Inline 5 of the second stanza: “They laugh at our play™ - here. the
use of “they laugh™ is a litoles 10 express the joy and happiness that
the children expenence while playing.

= In line 2 of the third stanea: “No more can be merry™ - here, the
use of “no more™ 15 litofes to express the sadness and finality of the
statement that the time for being merry has passed.

Conclusion

This paper has explored a comprehensive study of the fGgurative languspe
used o William BRlake's poem, “The Echoing Green™, through a
descriptive qualitarive research approach and texmeal analysis method. The
study identifies and analyzes wvarious types of literary devices, such as
Setting, Rhyme Scheme, Meter, Transferred Epithet, Antithesis, Svmbols,
Assonance, Alliteration, Metaphor, Pun, Personification, Metonymy, and
Litotes., The ﬂnulyﬁ{ﬁ :mph}mix-:s the critical rale of these devices in
conveyimg the poom's intended messages and underscores the imporance
of examining such aspects in literature, especially in poetry. The findings
of this stedy will contribute to a deeper understanding of Blake's poetic
style and provide valuable insights into the use of figurative language in
liternture.
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